
    What is the Gospel? 
 
Having described the character of the gospel as the announcement or proclamation of 

good news, specifically the news of a military victory, today we begin a detailed 

examination of the theological content of the gospel.  Our passage of study is                 

1 Cor 15:1-8 which reads as follows: 

1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received, in which you stand,2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the 

word I preached to you-- unless you believed in vain.3 For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 

the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he 

appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, 

though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  
8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

 Verses 1-2: It is a gospel to be preached and received for it is a gospel that 

saves sinners 

From verse 1 we note that this is a gospel that has to be preached.  A literal translation 

would read “the gospel that I gospelled to you.”  It is the good news that Paul 

proclaimed to them with the authority vested in him by the Lord Jesus Christ.  This good 

news, gospel or glad tidings that he once preached to this church stands in need of 

being refreshed in their minds and hearts.  Further, not only had they heard it but they 

had also received it, that is to say, they believed its content and regarded it as being 

true.  In other words, the gospel message was proclaimed to them and they believed it 

and were saved.  In this statement therefore Paul is reminding the church of their birth.  

For this reason, he affirms in the next verse that it is this very gospel that saved them.  

Look at the sequence: the gospel is preached; the gospel is received; the gospel is 

continued to be believed; sinners are saved. 

One of the emphases the apostle is establishing here is that this is the only message 

that he brought to them.  Earlier he had stated that his gospel comprised the cross of 

Christ, 1:17, Christ crucified, a message that “is folly to those who are perishing, but to 

us who are being saved it is the power of God.”,  v. 18.  Indeed, this message is, “ a 

stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  vv. 23-24.  Other 

teachers and preachers of other messages were contending for the Corinthians’ 

attention and loyalty but through the gospel message that they heard and believed from 

the mouth and heart of this beloved apostle, they were given new birth, in other words, 

they were born again.  In this way and in this sense, Paul became their spiritual father: 

“For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I 

became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel.”  4:15.  No wonder then he 

instructs them in the next verse to imitate him, to whom their loyalty was due and with 

and from whom they had a similar saving faith. 


